
Definition and Guidelines 

 

Hazardous Material:  

Any substance or material that is considered to have the capability  to cause an 

unreasonable risk to human health or safety or the environment when transported in 

commerce,  used incorrectly, or if not properly stored or contained is considered 

hazardous material.  

 

Scrap: 

Scrap is a term used to describe recyclable materials left over from every manner of 

product consumption, such as parts of vehicles, building supplies, and surplus materials.  

OFTEN confused with waste, scrap has a monetary value. 
 

Waste: 

A term used to describe a material that can no longer be used for its intended purpose.   
 

Universal Waste (UW): 

Title 40: Protection of Environment 

PART 273—STANDARDS FOR UNIVERSAL WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Universal waste means any of the following hazardous wastes that are managed under the 

universal waste requirements of 40 CFR §273:  

 

- Batteries as described in §273.2   

- Pesticides as described in §273.3   

- Mercury-containing equipment as described in as described in §273.4   

- Lamps as described in §273.5   

 

Universal waste regulations streamline the collection of these categories of hazardous 

waste.  The rule is designed to reduce hazardous waste in the municipal solid waste 

stream by making it easier to collect and recycle these wastes. 

This guidance represents clarification of the Federal regulations. Since most States are 

authorized to implement the Federal regulations, you should contact your state 

environmental agency for guidance on additional universal wastes or universal waste 

regulations in your state. State Web sites are located at the following URL:  

 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/wastetypes/universal/statespf.htm.  

 

 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=afee4eae2bfa2ef4d62ad913021781ef&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:26.0.1.1.7&idno=40#40:26.0.1.1.7.1.47.2
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=afee4eae2bfa2ef4d62ad913021781ef&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:26.0.1.1.7&idno=40#40:26.0.1.1.7.1.47.3
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=afee4eae2bfa2ef4d62ad913021781ef&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:26.0.1.1.7&idno=40#40:26.0.1.1.7.1.47.4
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=afee4eae2bfa2ef4d62ad913021781ef&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:26.0.1.1.7&idno=40#40:26.0.1.1.7.1.47.5
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/wastetypes/universal/statespf.htm


E-Waste: 

E-waste is a popular, informal name for electronic products nearing the end of their 

"useful life." Computers, televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines are 

common electronic products. Many of these products can be reused, refurbished, or 

recycled. Unfortunately, electronic discards is one of the fastest growing segments of our 

nation's waste stream. 

With the passage of the Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003 , certain portions of the 

electronic waste stream are defined and the systems to recover and recycle them will be 

administratively regulated beyond the universal waste rules that now apply to material 

handling.  

 

NOTE:  

Regardless how waste and scrap is defined, all shipments must be reviewed by hazmat 

for approval to cross into the United States. 

For assistance, the Hazmat Enforcement Team will meet with the Broker and their client 

for further clarification these definitions and our policy regarding these importations. 

 

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/EWaste/

